To understand whether life is getting better for people, we need to look beyond the functioning of the economic system to consider the diverse experiences and living conditions of people and households. The OECD Better Life Initiative (www.oecd.org/ betterlifeinitiative) focuses on developing statistics that can capture aspects of life that matter to people and that help to shape the quality of their lives. Measuring the well-being of people and the progress of societies is a key priority for the OECD, whose overarching mission is to promote "Better Policies for Better Lives".
The OECD well-being framework
To inform policies that can make a positive difference in people's lives, we need granular information about people's life circumstances and experiences, how they are changing over time, and how they vary across different population groups.
The OECD well-being framework (below) considers people's living conditions and quality of life today (current well-being), as well as the resources that will help to sustain people's well-being over time (natural, economic, human and social capital) . It builds on national and international initiatives for measuring well-being and sustainable development, a rich academic literature, the recommendations of the Stiglitz, Sen and Fitoussi (2009) Commission on the Measurement of Economic Performance and Social Progress, and the inputs provided by National Statistical Offices represented in the OECD Committee on Statistics and Statistical Policy.
Our approach to measuring well-being has several important features:
» It puts people (individuals and households) at the centre of the assessment » It focuses on well-being outcomes -i.e. aspects of life that are directly and intrinsically important to people, rather than the inputs and outputs that might be used to deliver those outcomes » It considers the distribution of outcomes across the population as an important feature shaping the well-being of societies, including disparities associated with age, gender, education and income.
» It features both objective and subjective data, recognising that to understand people's well-being you need to know both their objective circumstances and how they feel about their lives. The fourth (2017) edition of How's Life? charts the promises and pitfalls for people's well-being in 36 OECD countries and 5 partner countries. It presents the latest evidence from over 50 indicators, covering both current well-being outcomes and the resources (natural, human, social and economic capitals) that contribute to sustaining well-being over time. The analysis includes new data on changes in wellbeing since 2005, inequalities in well-being, the experiences of migrants, and how governance matters for people's well-being.
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The many faces of inequality
How's Life? 2017 shows that gaps in people's achievements and opportunities extend right across the different dimensions of well-being. It also exposes divisions according to education, age, income, gender, and migrant status. For example:
» Women with only primary education live almost 5 years less on average than university-educated women; that gap goes up to almost 8 years for men.
» Younger people are more than twice as likely to be unemployed, compared to those aged over 25.
» Voter turnout is 13 percentage points lower for people in the bottom 20% income bracket, compared to those in the top 20%.
» While 21% of women in OECD countries are in low paid jobs, only 13% of men are.
» The share of people living in substandard or overcrowded accommodation is 50% higher among migrants, compared to the native-born population.
Since 2005, life is better for some -but not in every way
The last ten years have posed many challenges for people's well-being. The fi nancial crisis had a deep and long-lasting impact on several aspects of people's lives, and particularly on their jobs. So is life now better or worse than it was in 2005, before the crisis took hold? While some things have improved for the average OECD resident, progress has often been slow, and several aspects of well-being are getting left behind: Measuring Distance to the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Targets Improving people's well-being and its sustainability over time lie at the heart of the SDGs. The OECD report Measuring Distance to the SDG Targets 2019 (www.oecd. org/sdd/measuring-distance-to-the-sdg-targets-2019-a8caf3fa-en.htm) aims to assist member countries with their national implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Drawing on the offi cial Inter-Agency and Expert Group Global List of indicators, the report provides a high-level overview of strengths and weaknesses in performance across the SDG goals and targets.
M E A S U R I N G W E L L -B E I N G
SDGs for Children and Youth
The OECD Measuring Distance report methodology has also been adapted to assess OECD countries' performance on the SDG targets for children and young people. 
Policy use of well-being metrics: Describing countries' experiences
The last decade has seen many advances in the measurement of well-being in national statistics -but what are governments actually doing with these data? A new OECD working paper documents a selection of country experiences in using well-being metrics to inform policy. It describes 13 measurement frameworks that have been adopted, specific mechanisms developed by 10 countries to integrate well-being metrics into policy settings, such as budgetary processes, and 7 detailed case studies. https://doi.org/10.1787/d98eb8ed-en
How's Life in the Digital Age? OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS OF THE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION FOR PEOPLE'S WELL-BEING
This publication is a contribution to the OECD Going Digital project which aims to provide policymakers with the tools they need to help their economies and societies prosper in an increasingly digital and data-driven world.
For more information, visit www.oecd.org/going-digital #GoingDigital
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How's Life in the Digital Age?
OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS OF THE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION FOR PEOPLE'S WELL-BEING
This report documents how the ongoing digital transformation is affecting people's lives across the 11 key dimensions that make up the How's Life? Well-being Framework (Income and wealth, Jobs and earnings, Housing, Health status, Education and skills, Work-life balance, Civic engagement and governance, Social connections, Environmental quality, Personal security, and Subjective well-being). A summary of existing studies highlights 39 key impacts of the digital transformation on people's well-being. The review shows that these impacts can be positive as digital technologies expand the boundaries of information availability and enhance human productivity, but can also imply risks for people's well-being, ranging from cyber-bullying to the emergence of disinformation or cyber-hacking. In sum, making digitalisation work for people's well-being would require building equal digital opportunities, widespread digital literacy and strong digital security. Continued research and efforts in improving statistical frameworks will be needed to expand our knowledge on the many topics covered in this report. This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases. Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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Other key publications OECD Guidelines on Measuring Trust www.oecd.org/sdd/oecd-guidelines-on-measuring-trust-9789264278219-en.htm OECD Guidelines on Measuring the Quality of the Working Environment www.oecd.org/sdd/oecd-guidelines-on-measuring-the-quality-of-the-workingenvironment-9789264278240-en.htm What's your share of the pie? Compare your income
OECD Guidelines for
What's your perception of income inequality? Statistics on income inequality often make the headlines, but people don't necessarily know how income is truly distributed. The OECD's interactive Compare your income website (www.compareyourincome.org) allows you to see whether your perception is in line with reality.
In only a few clicks, you can see where you fi t in your country's income distribution. You can also see how accurately you can guess where your country's poverty line is, for households of different sizes. Analysis of these crowd-sourced data will be released in 2019.
The Better Life Index: build your own index of well-being
The Better Life Index (www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org), released for the fi rst time in May 2011, has been designed to involve people in the discussion on well-being and, through this process, to learn what matters the most to them. This interactive web-based tool enables citizens to compare well-being across countries by giving their own weight to each of the eleven dimensions explored in the OECD wellbeing framework. The web application allows users to see how countries' average achievements compare, based on the user's own personal priorities across the different dimensions of well-being, and enables users to share their index and choices of weights with other people in their networks, as well as with the OECD.
Since its launch in May 2011, the Better Life Index has attracted over 9.5 million visitors from just about every country on the planet and has received 26 million page views. Nearly 150,000 indexes have been shared with the OECD, generating information on the importance that users attach to various life dimensions and on how these preferences differ across countries and the demographic characteristics of users. A recent analysis of the feedback gathered from these users (What Matters Most to People? http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/edf9a89a-en) shows that, on average, life satisfaction, health status and education are the dimensions deemed as most important, although all dimensions are found to resonate with people's sense of well-being.
The Better Life Index is regularly updated and enhanced. Since its creation, the tool has been enriched with additional indicators and key measures on inequalities and gender differences. The Better Life Index is currently available in English, French, Italian, Russian, Spanish, German and Portuguese. The tool is also available on portable devices (tablets and smartphones) and can be embedded in website and blogs. 
